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The monthly newsletter of the Westchester Branch of the American Association of
University Women, Westchester County, New York State

COUNCIL MESSAGE
AAUW-NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION 2010
by Selena Barron

Despite the array of organizations and worthy causes competing for our
attention, time, efforts and contributions, AAUW continues to attract the
brightest, most passionate, activist, leaders and members. Never is this
more evident than at an AAUW convention. It was a privilege to be part
of the action and to meet, mingle and share ideas with dedicated

women from all sections of the state including several counties |
couldn®t quite place. | received an unexpected geography lesson and an
opportunity to learn about the difference all of these women were

making in their own communities.

The 2010 AAUW New York State convention took place between April
23 and April 25 at the Otesaga Hotel in Cooperstown, NY. Cooperstown
is the home of the Baseball Hall of Fame. This year as | walked through
the Baseball Hall of Fame | found two displays that parallel and act as
motivation for AAUW advocacy. The first was an exhibit documenting
the role of women in baseball as they played in their own league during
World War Il and as they slowly took on the roles of team owners,
management executives and baseball journalists and broadcasters. Do
you remember the movie, A League of their Own, with a very young
Madonna? The second was an exhibit documenting the history of the
professional Negro leagues and the slow and painful integration of
major league baseball starting in 1947 with Jackie Robinson. In both of
these cases advocates worked hard and long to break through barriers
just as AAUW members now are determined to break through barriers
for girls and women in education, elective office, career paths and pay
equity.

Barbara Sarver, Marilee
Scheuneman, Kay Semenza, Roli
Wendorf and | represented the
Westchester branch as
delegates. Joan Monk, a member
of the Westchester branch and a
member of the AAUW NY State
board was a NY state delegate.
We were busy from 7:15 am
working breakfasts through
evening presentations. (Cont.
next page)
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Selena Barron, Barbara Sarver, Kay
Semenza, Marilee Scheuneman, Roli
Wendorf at the NY AAUW
Convention at the Baseball Hall of

) Fame in Cooperstown.



(Cont. from page 1) Awards and recognition of outstanding efforts and achievements are an important part of
convention. The Westchester branch Omeasures upO and we can be proud of our accomplishments. As
defined by AAUW NY State, OThe 21 Century Recognition/awards are given to branches for outstanding work
encompassing all priority areas: planning, program, membership development, technology and
communications, and visibilityO Westchester was one of seven branches named a Platinum Branch in the
category for Overall Programming. In the Individual Project/Program Awards, Westchester was named
number one in the STEM category with our Explore Your Opportunities- the SkyOs the Limit conference for
Seventh Grade Girls. Our own Wilma Gitchel and Lorrin Johnson from the NY City branch co-chair this
project, which is also hosted by the AAUW Manhattan branch. One hundred volunteers were involved and this
year we served over 150 girls at our new site, the College of Mount St. Vincent. We also received a Public
Policy Taking Action Award, a Website Award, and an Award of Excellence for our Newsletter, CHIPS. As
everyone who reads CHIPS knows, Sue Lambert is exceptional as the editor, graphic designer and illustrator
of CHIPS. Never satisfied with the status quo, Sue always finds new ways to improve the way we all receive
our branch news. On Sunday at the Branch Showcase, Lorrin Johnson and Roli Wendorf were invited to be
presenters to share our Explore Your Opportunities program with the convention attendees.

Contributions to the Educational Fund and the Legal Advocacy Fund make it possible for AAUW to complete
important research such as the recently released Why So Few? Women in Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math, to provide grants to women working for their graduate degrees and to support women seeking legal
redress for gender discrimination. We were second in the state for total branch contributions to EF and to
LAF. Through the motivation, commitment, and tireless efforts of Roli Wendorf, our EF and LAF chair, our
members gave $5,481.00 to the Educational Fund and $2,912 .00 to the Legal Advocacy Fund. Linda
Hallman, executive director of AAUW discussed the effectiveness of our research on a national level. Claire
Schuster, who has pursued litigation with Berea College for eight years, spoke about the emotional and
financial support that AAUW grants have given her. Dr. Marion Wrenn, spoke of the importance of An EF
grant that enabled her to complete her dissertation on the use of media as propaganda.

AAUW will continue to appeal to loyal members and will succeed in attracting new members as long as it
continues to be an empowered and innovative advocate for women and girls through advocacy, education,
and research. As members of AAUW we are women making a difference.

EYO SHOWCASED AT NYS CONVENTION
Roli G. Wendorf

At the AAUW NYS Convention, four to five branch
programs are showcased each year. This year, our
Explore Your Opportunities conference for 7" grade
girls was selected as an example of how to work
effectively with a local college. Lorrin Johnson, co-
director of the EYO program from the AAUW NYC
branch, and | made a joint presentation. | was
standing in for Wilma Gitchel, the EYO co-director
from our branch.

Lorrin covered the overview and history of the
conference, and | showed several pictures from the
day of the conference. It was quite a challenge
completing our combined talks in eight minutes! The
presentation was very well received. We got very
good comments about the EYO conference, as well as our ability to work together effectively with other
AAUW branches.

The EYO conference encourages seventh grade girls to pursue the study of science, technology, engineering
and mathematics through interesting hands-on workshops, inspiring talks, and by exposing the girls to a
number of professional women working in these fields, who serve as role models.
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THE PLAY READING GROUP

The play Reading Group meets at 1 .m. on the
second Tuesday of each month in the Mt. Pleasant
Public Library. Our next meeting will be on June 8
when we will read | REMEMBER MAMA by John

Van Druten. e
EVENING LITERATURE GROUP : 8 |
, . : For further information please A )
The Evening Literature Group will meet at the contact Doris Lowenfels .\

Pacific Palace in Thornwood, at 6 p.m. on Wed,
May 26. Sue Lambert will lead the discussion of
The Knitting Circle by Ann Hood. Please let Ellen AAUW WESTCHESTER BRANCH
Eschmann know if you plan to attend. SUMMER ACTIVITIES 2010

dlowenfels@gmail.com.

The book selection potluck picnic will be held at 5 At the May Branch meeting we began signing up
p.m. on Tuesday, June 29 at the home of Sue for summer activities, and will do so at the Final
Lambert. Please contact Sue by June 22 if you Fling, as well. If you are unable to sign up in

plan to attend. New members are welcome. person, please contact the leader of the excursion

you wish to attend:

TUESDAY MORNING LIT GROUP
The Tuesday Morning Lit Group will meet on June Wednesday, June 23 (rain date June 24)
¥ Picnic and trail walk at the Greenburgh

8 at 10 a.m. We will meet at the home of Selena
; ; ; ; Nature Center - free
¥
\

Barron. This meeting will be in two parts.
99 Dromore Road, Hartsdale (across from
the post office on Central Avenue)
== “¥ Meet atll a.m. Bring your lunch, drinks
provided - Selena Barron, leader

First, we will discuss the book, Infidel, by Ayaan \
Hirsi Ali. Next, we will select our books for the

coming year. Members are encouraged to

nominate up to three books. They may be of any

type: novels, memoirs, biographies, Monday, July 12 _
autobiographies, etc. There must be at least 15 memm’  Bronx Zoo - Meet at the gate at 10:45 -
'Tﬁ’ Diona Koerner, leader & docent

copies in the Westchester Library System. .
Members must have read any book they nominate. t N Toursat11am.and 1 p.m. Lunchin
o] between tours

They should prepare a brief mention of why they X

think the book would make for a good discussion. ~= ¥ $16 plus parking - carpool from Yonkers
Although we've finished quite early in the past, it is
possible that we may run through lunchtime so it
might be a good idea to bring a sandwich.

Wednesday, July 21

- ¥ X20 luncheon and Hudson river Museum
§ ¥ $38 - Selena Barron, leader
S

Please contact Wilma Gitchel if you are interested

in joining this interesting, thoughtful, fun group. Wednesday., August 4

¥ Guided tour of Val Kill (Eleanor Roosevelt's
‘%}' home)., Hyde Park, NY - $10

.

DAYTIME LITERATURE GROUP

//-vf;, » <3

(\& ;- ¥ Lunch at the Culinary Institute of America
The Daytime Literature Group will meet at 10 a.m. f"" before tour
on May 27. Pamela Wells and Sophie Keyes will B ¥ Carpooling will be arranged. Cori
lead the discussion of 50 Miles from Tomorrow by = Cumming - leader
Wm. Hensley at Sophie Keyes® home and Elaine
Barbakoff will lead the discussion of The Hungry Friday, August 13
Tide by Amitav Ghosh at Bev JordanOs home. : ¥ Royal Palace, Indian buffet at 77 Knollwood
@ Road, White Plains
The book-choosing meeting will be held on June 24 T” ¥ (near the Greenburgh Public Library)
at 10 a.m. at the Ossining Public Library (2nd floor), (‘ S possibly followed by a movie
Croton Ave, Ossining. Remember to bring your ¥ Marilee Scheuneman & Roli Wendorf,
suggestions for next year to discuss/nominate next leaders

yearQOs reading list.



EF/LAF at NYS Convention Bby Roli G. Wendorf

Claire Schuster, the guest speaker at the Legal Advocacy Fund luncheon on Saturday,
April 24, gave the best speech we heard at the AAUW New York State Convention. A
gifted speaker and writer, she narrated several moving stories of providing nursing
services in remote and underserved communities.

7 Claire Schuster is a tenured Associate Professor of Nursing at Berea College, Kentucky.
/\ :',) The AAUW LAF has supported her in her pay related sex discrimination lawsuit against
‘ her employer. Claire began working at Berea in 1995. In 2002, she realized she was
being paid less than comparable faculty at other institutions, in other departments of
Claire Schuster Berea, and as compared to a new male faculty hire in nursing, who was less qualified
than herself. So she sued Berea College for sex discrimination in pay in violation of the
Kentucky Civil Rights Act, as well as for the intentional infliction of emotional distress and breach of contract.

AAUW LAF accepted SchusterOs case in March 2006. The jury ruled against her in November 2007, but the
case was appealed. The Kentucky Supreme Court issued a ruling in favor of Schuster, asking for a new trial.
However, Berea College submitted its own motion for appeal, and the Madison County Court of Appeals
denied Schuster the right to a new trial, and is sending the case back to the Appeals Court for clarification. It is
a very long story indeed, and is still ongoing. Claire is very grateful for all the support she has received from
AAUW during this time. Since 1981, LAF has disbursed nearly two million dollars to more than 100 plaintiffs to
help offset their legal fees in sex discrimination cases. Prior to 2009, LAF only supported cases in academia,
but now LAF supports select cases in any workplace.

The speaker at the Educational Fund Gala during dinner was Dr. Marion Wrenn who is the 2010 recipient of
the AAUW Publication Grant. This grant has helped her write her doctoral dissertation in journalism and mass
communication. She gave a talk on her thesis: Inventing Warriors: U.S. Philanthropies, American Journalism,
and the Reorientation of Foreign Journalists after World War Il. She has done good work, but the talk was a bit
heavy after a heavy meal.

AAUW has a long and distinguished history of advancing educational and professional opportunities for women
in the United States and around the globe. One of the world's largest sources of funding for graduate women,
AAUW has provided more than $3 million in funding for over 200 fellowships and grants to outstanding women
and nonprofit organizations in the 2009-10 academic year. Philanthropy is now part of AAUWOs mission
statement. Our branch has consistently been a strong supporter of EF and LAF, and had the second highest
contribution in the state for each of them.

NOTES ON COOPERSTOWN - by Marilee Scheuneman

You can't get there from here very easily, but for the seven AAUW New York State districts, Cooperstown is
sort of mid-way, and it's a cute little town. The state convention brought us together with leaders from many
other branches to learn from and inspire one another, and to consider how our actions reflect our commitment
to equity and education for women and girls.

It was a treat that the Executive Director of the national AAUW, Linda Hallman, sat down with our Westchester
contingent and shared many experiences during her three years as chief
executive officer of AAUW in Washington, a paid position. Part of her job is to
visit AAUW state conventions throughout the country where she learned that
because of AAUW's pro-choice position, some women won't join AAUW.

The convention offered a rich selection of workshops. With three
granddaughters in elementary and middle school, | was interested in the one
on school bullying. There are many factors causing lack of understanding of
differences. The NYCLU workshop leader explained how the "Dignity for All
Students" bill addresses this problem. (continued on page 5)
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PUBLIC POLICY: ALICE PAUL A WOMAN BREAKING THROUGH BARRIERS
by Selena Barron

The 60" anniversary issue of American Heritage Magazine lists 35 decisive moments
in American history. In 1962 American Heritage asked then President John F.
Kennedy why he thought knowing history was important. As part of his response
President Kennedy replied. OA countryOs history is a statement of the values and
hopes which having forged what has gone before, will now forecast what is to come.O
One of the decisive moments, which forecast what was to come, is of particular
interest to AAUW members as it highlights historic issues that we are still advocating
to change. As described in American Heritage, Alice Paul, who had achieved a PhD
in political science from the University of Pennsylvania, became frustrated and angry
at the lack of action achieved in the womenOs suffrage movement. Alice founded the
National WomenOs Party and believed that picketing the white house, a very radical

Ve
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step, was the only way to pressure President Woodrow Wilson to support a

Constitutional change to give women the right to vote. Picketing began on January 11", 1917 and went on five
days a week from 10 a.m. till 5 p.m. for 18 months in all kinds of weather. One banner read OMr. President how
long must women wait for libertyO. At least 60 women were arrested and chose jail rather than pay a fine. When
Alice Paul was arrested for the third time, she was sentenced to seven months in the Occoquan Workhouse in
Virginia where she was treated brutally. When she went on a hunger strike, Alice was force fed through a
rubber tube inserted in her nose. The press learned, publicized the facts, and President Wilson bowed to public
pressure and freed the jailed suffragists. In 1918 Wilson asked the Senate to support the suffrage amendment
because of the service provided by women during the war, not because of their equal rights as Americans.

By June 1920 the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution had been ratified by three fourths

of the states and fifty percent of the population moved toward equality. Women could vote, hold elective office
and have a say in their future rights. As Alice Paul realized, the vote was only a beginning. She wrote the

Equal Rights Amendment, as the next step for women. Groups, such as AAUW, which continue to work for

equity for women, still support the
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment.

Notes from Cooperstown , cont. from page 4
Another issue for young girls is the sexualization of
children in today's media. They are both a target
and the content of media campaigns. The American
Psychological Association asserts there is Oample
evidence to conclude that sexualization has
negative effects in a variety of domains, including
cognitive functioning, physical and mental health,
and healthy sexual development." Various
resources are available to us to counter this trend
and to advocate on behalf of children.

| also attended the workshop led by Joan Monk,
AAUW-Cultural Interests Director, and a member of
our branch. Using visual aids, she related events,
anecdotes, and stories of Eleanor Roosevelt in
honor of her birthday. Joan is a talented public
speaker, and gave an engaging look into the life
and good works of this former first lady.

Next year the state
convention will be in Glen
Cove, Long Island, and a
little closer to home.

Moving

Mission
Forward

ASK ELENA KAGAN

President Obama announced that his nominee to
replace retiring Justice John Paul Stevens on the
U.S. Supreme Court is Solicitor General Elena
Kagan. Kagan has already begun meeting with
senators on Capitol Hill, and Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-
VT), chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
announced that confirmation hearings will begin on
June 28. AAUW will be submitting questions we'd
like the senators to ask Solicitor General Kagan
during these hearings, and we want you to be a
part of that process.

Submit your questions to http://bit.ly/AAUWKagan
You'll be taken to a Google document where you
can compose your questions to AAUW. .

Go to http://capwiz.com/aauw/issues/alert to read
the statement released by AAUW Executive
Director Linda D. Hallman, CAE, about the
nomination, and check out our position paper on
federal judicial nominations.




Final Fling June 2nd g

N |

Q‘ Tt f Help us Celebrate This Year and Look | St f
IR B Forward to 2010-2011 U uWuy
, ' / | , . , , You are invited to the Final Fling that will take place in a , | / | / I ’ ,

beautiful setting in the clubhouse of the St. Andrews Golf Club at 6 PM on Wednesday, June 2nd. St. Andrews
is located very near the Jackson Avenue exit of the Sprain Parkway at 10 Old Jackson Avenue, Hastings on
Hudson, N. Y., (phone 914-478-3500). It is five miles south of 287. There is ample parking. Reservations are
$50 per person, including tax and gratuities. We have maintained the cost for four years! The St. Andrews Golf
Club has graciously volunteered to pay for dinner for two of the three scholarship recipients who will be our
guests that night. Friends and spouses are welcome.

Advance reservations and payment are required, but easy to complete. Just fill out the reservation form below
and send it by May 21 with your check, to our treasurer Carol McMillan.

Our celebration offers good friends, fine food, and fun and an opportunity to learn
about and honor our three Westchester Community College scholarship recipients!

We have an elegant, large spacious room, and if the weather cooperates, we can move our pre-dinner festivities
outdoors onto a very large, lovely deck where we can sample served hors d’oeuvres and a fruit and cheese
display while we enjoy a drink from the cash bar. A served dinner follows, which includes a plated salad, a
warm breadbasket, a choice of two entrees, Bell and Evans boneless chicken breast or filet of Norwegian
salmon, dessert and a choice of tea or coffee. If you have any special dietary needs or vegetarian preferences,
let Selena Barron know at selenabarron @optonline.net and she will gladly inform our chef, Patrick, who will be
happy to try to accommodate your needs.

PLEASE JOIN US! By supporting AAUW, you are a woman making a difference.

FINAL FLING RESERVATION FORM

Clip and mail with your check by May 21. Advance reservations a %
and checks are required.
Member: %

Guests: %

Total Amount Enclosed @ $50 per person:
Decide on your entrée at the dinner.

Make checks payable to “AAUW Westchester Branch” and mail to our treasurer:
Carol McMillan, 14B Lyon Street, Rye Brook, NY 10573




WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS TO THE WESTCHESTER BRANCH OF AAUW
-by Diona Koerner

Ruby Morgan lives in Scarsdale. She retired from Riverdale Country School where she was the Math
department head. She has BA and MA in Latin & Math from the State University of New York in Albany. She
has volunteer experiences with church education, leadership training and tutoring.

Sara Silverman is from White Plains. She is a retired insurance representative and earned her BA in
Speech/Education from Queens College

Maria Harris lives in Dobbs Ferry. She has a BS in Education from St. Francis State University and a MS in
Education from Manhattan College. She has retired from fulltime teaching and continues with consulting work.
She volunteers for the historical society and for various social action venues.

EMERGING LEADER AWARD 2010-by Selena Barron

Barbara Hirschman received a most deserved Westchester branch
Emerging Leader Award at the NY State Convention. Barbara

¥ Is a member of our coordinating council, and our board of
directors.

¥ Holds the elected office of corresponding secretary

¥ Is a member of our EYO committee and volunteers the day of
the conference

¥ Attends the scholarship luncheon and Pay Equity event at Westchester Community College
and excels at handing out Opay dayO bars and explaining the importance of pay equity to
students

Is an insightful member of our Southern Westchester literature group
Is an active member of our Art Interest Group

Is a generous hostess who volunteers to have meetings in her home

K K K K

Is friendly, good humored, responsible, conscientious and committed to AAUW

Congratulations Barbara!

AAUW Westchester Branch Membership Renewal Form for 2010-11

Enclosed is my check for dues in the amount of: $80
o = = = $31 (local branch and

state dues for lifetime

members only)

Please forward your check, made payable to OAAUW Westchester BranchO, to branch
treasurer: Carol McMillan, 14B Lyon St., Rye Brook, NY 10573
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c/o Barbara Sarver
34 Scenic Circle
Croton on Hudson, NY 10520

JUNA

Final Fling

Mah Jongg Group ‘

Monday Bridge Group

Tuesday Morning Literature Group
Play Reading Group

Mah Jongg Group

Monday Bridge Group

Active Artists Group

Joint Board Meeting

Mah Jongg Group

Pay Equity Outreach Group
Monday Bridge Group

Picnic and Trail Walk (6/24 rain date)
Mah Jongg Group

Daytime Literature Group

Monday Bridge Group

Evening Literature Group Picnic

St. Andrews Club

R

Selena BarronOs Home
Mt. Pleasant Lib.

Sue LambertOs Home
Greenburgh Nature Center

Ossining Library

Sue Lambert®s Home

JULY 2010

Bronx Zoo Trip
X20 Luncheon

Yonkers

AUGUST 2010

Val Kil Trip
Deadline for submitting for CHIPS
Royal Palace Luncheon

Hyde Park, NY

White Planis/Greenburgh NY

6 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
12 p.m.
10 a.m.
1p.m.
10:30 a.m.
12 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10 a.m.
12 p.m.
11 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10 a.m.
12 p.m.
5p.m.

10:45 a.m.
TBA




